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Cultural Hegemony in Pearl S. Buck’s The Good Earth: A Womanist

Perspective

M. F. Anne Feril
PG and Research Department of English, Holy Cross College (Autonomous), Nagercoil.

ABSTRACT

“Cultural Hegemony in Pearl S. Buck's The Good Earth: A Womanist Perspective” aims to highlight the
patriarchal, male-centered social set up in China with adequate emphasis on the secondary status of Chinese women and
the cultural hegemony with its social and cultural beliefs. The foot binding practice and concubinage have been
highlighted with the novelist’s insight into and distortions of the past. While concubinage reduces the woman to the level
of a desirable object, foot binding is forced on her to suppress her so that man can dominate her. Son preference,
differential treatment of boys and girls, Chinese people’s attachment to the land are pointed out with instances from the
novel.

Keywords: Foot binding, concubinage, female infanticide

Women today are living in an age of restlessness and flux. Every woman born in this world
has been affected in context of actual events. A mark of victimization 1s that they accept their lot in
life without visible question, without organized protest, without collective anger or rage. Writers,
through their works tend to portray the secondary position of women in society. The Good Earth by
Pearl S. Buck 1s a documentation of the status and condition of women in Chinese society. The
novelist presents in an unbiased manner the major practices of China that mainly injure women
physically and mentally. In the male dominated society, Chinese women have been the sufferers of
numerous social hazards and evils from time immemorial. The novel portrays the Chinese women
and their customs and superstitious practices such as foot binding, prostitution, slavery, female

infanticide and concubinage that affect the women of China.

Foot binding 1s one of the Chinese traditions that 1s imposed upon women even in the
twentieth century. In Chinese culture small feet are considered as an attractive female trait. So in
order to look refined and attractive the women i1n China are forced to bind their feet. They are
expected to bind their feet if they are to marry into wealthy families. In the novel, The Good Earth,
since the feet of the heroine, O-lan are not bound she 1s married to an ordinary peasant, Wang Lung,

who gets highly disappointed with the unbound feet of O-lan.

The attitude of men towards the beauty of women makes her only a victim of beauty-
conscious, socially unhealthy situation in China. The old Chinese saying ‘for every pair of small feet
there 1s a jar full of tears’ denotes that the process of foot binding is extremely painful. Though
painful the mothers are compelled to bind the feet of their daughters which O-lan also does as she
has experienced the psychological pain because of her unbound feet. She prefers physical pain to

mental pain and she does this process to her daughter.
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Foot binding can be considered as a representation of male chauvinism. If this process is
done to a woman she can walk only a short distance which confines her to her household. In the
novel, one can find the character Lotus who never goes out. One reason for this is she cannot walk
very far with her feet bound. She is kept like a toy or pet who 1s expected to serve no other function
than being a sex object. Mary Daly rightly comments that the spread of foot binding is a symbol of
male dominance generated from the Confucian gender hierarchy, and the custom of foot binding 1s a
product of male sadism; that is, men were the agents behind the mutilation, demanding it and

enforcing it.

Man has made women as an instrument of his pleasure and has converted her into domestic
drudge instead of regarding her as his par. They are merely treated as sex objects and it increases the
standard of men when he possesses much number of concubines. Feng Yuan, an editor writes, “Men
like to see women as objects. They feel that the more they achieve, the more ability or charisma they
have”. Both wife and concubine are considered as the objects of lust of men. In spite of O-lan’s
crucial and secondary role in her life, Wang Lung never makes an attempt to realize her feelings and
understand her sacrifice. But, when he feels that he cannot bear sleeping with O-lan he takes Lotus

as his concubine to satisty his concupiscence.

Unconcerned about the feelings of women and taking their response for granted, men treat
women as non-beings and lifeless objects. The men 1n China sell their daughters like a stock for the
purpose of getting money to survive. Buck has presented this view 1n this novel. In the city, Wang
Lung listens to his neighbours saying that he has sold his daughters like many other people do to
survive. “... last winter we sold two girls and endured, and this winter, if this one my woman bears

is a girl, we will sell again™ (112).

Son preference in Chinese male chauvinistic society 1s a sheer victimization of women. The
Parents in China give more penchants to male children. But they prefer girl children when they
suffer from starvation, so that they can sell them in order to survive. The parents do not show any
kind of indecisiveness 1n selling their daughters, as it 1s the culture of China. Selling female children
as slaves prevent them from getting love and affection, not only from their parents but also from
others. The girl children, who are sold as slaves are atrociously treated. O-lan has been probably
abused physically as a slave in the House of Hwang. O-lan cries “‘l was beaten with a leather thong
which had been halter for one of the mules; and it hung upon the kitchen wall™” (126). The novelist
tries to focus on the dehumanization and oppression of women 1n Chinese society. These women are

doubly marginalized by their sex and race.

The traditional role of women 1n Chinese society is one of subservience and humility.

Female children are the fatality of the poor family. Gale Billingsley declares, “Chinese girls were
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more likely than boys to suffer infanticide in poor families™. In this novel, Buck highlights the social
injustice in the Chinese society when O-lan gives birth to a second child during famine. Though it is
not directly told, it is suggested that O-lan kills it immediately after birth. “He stopped and examined
the handful of its body — a wisp of bone and skin — a girl. He was about to say, ‘but I heard it crying
alive’. . . . The round head dropped this way and that upon the neck he saw two dark bruised spots™
(78). Culturally, it 1s unthinkable to kill a male infant, but slaughtering a female one i1s a frequent

practice. Women knowingly or unknowingly become victim of all social norms.

In each and every means woman has become the injured party of the Chinese culture. The
customs and culture favour men and afflict women. Women must come out of these laws and
practices. She must cease to consider herself as the belonging of man’s lust. The remedy 1s more in
her hands than in men. Woman, gifted with equal capacities, 1s the companion of man and so she has
the equal right of freedom and liberty with him. She must emerge to come out of the obstacle to

make the country a better place for women to co-exist with men.
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ABSTRACT

Human beings are unigue as they are developed with cells biologically and they have the ability of reasoning
and expressing emotions and feelings. All these together have made the mass experience life with due rights. Every person
has equal right to live in this world and freedom to express their thoughts and views. Similarly, nobody has the right to
make a person or treat a person like a slave. But majority are treated like slaves with money and power nexus. Hence, the
fight for rights has become inevitable taking shape through activism and literature. The theme of human rights is dealt by
writers like Jean Sasson, Patricia McCormick, Alice Walker, Sushmita Banerjee, Lindsey Collen and Nawal El Saadawai.
Patricia McCormick is a famous American journalist, who has documented the sufferings of the real-life people in her
literary renditions. This paper attempts to analyse the violence involved in the process of denial of freedom and the
resistance in order to restore the lost rights.

Keywords: human rights, freedom, resistance

The major novels of Patricia McCormick are under the category of Young Adult (YA)
fiction which depict the devastating true story of the youth and the incidents which happened 1n their
lives. When we read her novels, we can picturise the cold incidents which truly happened in the life
of the characters. As a social activist, she tries to create an impact in the readers through her
poignant portrayal of social issues. She 1s a great American Journalist who has given many
important stories for people and media. But those stories are true incidents about how life 1s not fair
for everyone. And her major novels prove that everyone does not experience freedom in this world
as they are tied with family bonds like responsibilities, survival, happiness, kith and kin. Denial of

rights and the myriad 1ssues 1n connection with it lead to the development of resistance tactics.

Patricia McCormick’s Sold shows the dark world of sexual slavery which is filled with the
humans who have no humanism. This novel travels through the main character Lakshmi, a thirteen-
year-old girl, who grows up in the middle of poverty in a family in Nepal. She encounters many
tragic events at a very young age. Her only support was her mother and her goat, in which she relies
much of her heavy moments. The seasonal changes made their family to encounter a big challenge
by destroying the crops in which they had put their faith to fulfill their everyday needs
economically. But the situation became worse than predicted when her step-father tricked Lakshmi
and sold her into a brothel area called ‘Happiness House™ (157). This was the most tragic one and

her trust completely got broken in this stage.
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The main thoughts which would have come across Lakshmi’s mind may be that what has
given the right to sell her to someone, whether she is an object to be traded for money and where
goes her rights as a human. As a human, one cannot be sure of how the small girl’s heart might be
broken until she stands on her shoes. This period was the crucial stage of hers to understand the
world and this 1s the stage of hers to begin her world by entering into this world with happiness and
courage, but one step from her stepfather closed her world to encounter a fearful, vulgar, hurting
world. As a stepfather, he should have shown a bright future but he just thought her as a commodity,
so that he can enjoy the money by drinking all time. Lakshmi says that he is “A man who doles out
sweets, and slaps, with the same hand™ (73). This shows her state of mind, how her trust is broken

into pieces.

Lakshmi 1s like a caged bird longing for her freedom and dignity to uphold her virginity.
The situation of hers portrays as if she is a bird bought from pet shop and is caged under the owner,
Mumtaz, an old woman, who runs the brothel. She does not care about anything unless it 1s money.
She 1s a cruel woman with a cunning mind to earn money selling the young girl's virginity and using
her as a sex product for her customers. Lakshmi, always wished to earn money by working hard and
not by selling her body. When she refuses to do according to Mumtaz’s wish and fights for her right,
she 1s treated very badly and her words go thus, “I have been beaten here, locked away, violated a
hundred times and a hundred times more. I have been starved and cheated, tricked and disgraced.

How odd it i1s that I am undone by the simple kindness of a small boy with a yellow pencil” (158).

Lakshmi 1s trapped here in order to pay her debts but the truth is she has been used by the
bad people like the brothel’s owner Mumtaz. Many young girls like Lakshmi, in a very young age,
encounter many struggles which are unknown and 1t always end up disappearing along with their
graves. In this world, each and every person has the right to live their life as they wish. Even the
Government of India created an act as, if a young boy/girl attained the age of 18 they have the

freedom to live their own life according to their wish.

We live in a world of freedom and the equal right is birth right. McCormick’s novel Never
Fall Down makes bold statement as “They fall down, they never get up. Over and over I tell myself
one thing: never fall down" (41). The title of the book and the quotes have the same words ‘Never
Fall Down’ which is the soul mantra of many fighters in this world, who fight for their rights. Arn-
Chorn Pond, the protagonist 1s a thirteen-year-old Cambodian boy who is separated from his family
and his hometown. Further, he 1s forced to become a child soldier for the Khmer Rouge which 1s a
communist regime that ruled Cambodia from 1975-1979. The above lines are true words of Arn-
Chorn Pond which shows the fear for his life. His eyes have witnessed the fall of other persons
which led to their death. By witnessing others end, he realized one thing that he should run for his

life by never ever giving up. If he stopped fighting or thought of giving up in the fight then his death

5
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will be near to him. So, he tries to fight for his life by enchanting the words ‘Never Fall Down’ in
his mind. “To live with nothing in your stomach and a gun in your face,” he says, “Is that living, or
1s that dying a little bit every day” (61).The above lines show the young child's devastating situation
in which he thinks about his unfair life that it’s better to die than to live.

Each and every child has the equal right for their education, which 1s the only best thing that
gives the best result for the development of the world and the future generation. Here, in this novel,
the leader of the communist regime, Khmer Rogue uses the children for the revolution. The great
obstacle 1s that he 1sn’t allowed to ask for more food, if he did that the leader’s gun will be pointed
near his head. So, he does not have any choice to fight with the leader, thus he chose to fight with
his hunger which is the cruelest thing in the world.

But even if he has been wicked," pursed Rose, 'think how young he 1s, think that he

may never have known a mother's love, or the comfort of a home; and that ill-usage

and blows, or the want of bread, may have driven him to herd with men who have
forced him to guilt. Aunt, dear aunt, for mercy's sake, think of this, before you let
them drag this sick child to a prison, which in any case must be the grave of all his

chances of amendment. (231)

These lines from Charles Dickens™ Oliver Twist also depict child abuse and violence. Oliver Twist’s
life can be easily related with Arn-Chorn Pond, except he 1s an orphan. He was also used by many
persons as a thief though he didn’t like to do it. He was not given proper food and suffered so much
like the main character in the novel Never Fall Down by McCormick.
I reassured my mother that it didn’t matter to me if my face was not symmetrical. Me,
who had always cared about my appearance, how my hair looked! But when you see
death, things change. “It doesn’t matter if I can’t smile or blink properly,” I told her.
“I’m still me, Malala. The important thing 1s God has given me my life. (146)

I Am Malala: The Story of the Girl who stood up for Education and was Shot by the Taliban
1s another famous novel by McCormick. The title of the novel introduces the main character of the
novel Malala, and her story in which she fights for education. A single girl from Pakistan turned the
whole world to see her fight for girls’ education. “The Taliban could take our pens and books, but
they couldn’t stop our minds from thinking”(95). These are the words said by Malala, who fought
against the Talibans. The freedom of education was seized by the Taliban rulers of Pakistan. They
also forced to close the Ziauddin school which 1s situated in Swat district, Pakistan. The Men who
ganged up as the Taliban protestors are equal to other people who are living in the district Swat. But
they make themselves strong by ganging up with the people similar in their thoughts and are
creating an impact by blowing the school and makes sure that no one gets the education which is

against the human rights. The protestors do not have any rights to seize others dream from them.

6
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The people who lived in Swat district were afraid of sending their sons or daughters to school
because of the Taliban protestors. The protestors™ harmful intention against their society was
obvious and everyone were scared of them except Malala and her family. Malala stood up for her
rights and fought for freedom by keeping clear cut goals that every girl and boy has the equal right

to get education and no human has the right to snatch it away from them.

Purple Heart 1s a reflecting novel on crucial moments of an injured warrior and his haunting
memories as a killer. This novel reveals the trauma of a soldier which scares him to death that he
might have been the reason for a young boy's death. This is the true conscience of a human and this
1s the proof of humanity. Human beings have the extraordinary sense called sixth sense which helps
to differentiate good from bad. Murder 1s a crime except it i1s to save oneself from any harm. “That
first phrase-please bless me, Father, for I have sinned-was so humbling and so total, Matt always felt

a kind of absolution as soon as he said 1it” (76).

Conscience 1s an ultimate quality to be preserved in a human being to restore human right. It
1S a choice made by the human beings whether to do good deeds or bad deeds. The above line shows
the guilt of the eighteen-year-old army Private Matt Duffy. He recognizes the visions and the
memory before the injury and he 1s clear that he had killed a boy, the ten-year-old orphan Ali and
now he is the murderer. He finds himself guilty and lets himself to be punished so he tries to inform
his Lieutenant. He knows the fact that he would be jailed for 20 years for murdering someone
according to the Iraqi government. Still, he acknowledges his responsibility that he has to be
punished and repents for his mistake. Major novels of McCormick reveal the true-life experiences of
the contemporary people, whose stories should be heard by this world. Her novels have most things
in common starting with Young Adult fiction. Her novels focus on the young people’s hardships and

their unfair life focusing on the components of human rights.

McCormick’s portrayal of issues in connection with the denial of rights and unique response

to the problems such as education and consciousness raising make it a proposal for a better change.
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ABSTRACT

The erstwhile district of Kanvakumari placed in the historical sketch of Tamil Nadu with its glory of the past and
prime importance. The Kalkulam and Vilavancode taluks of Kanvakumari district was ruled over by the Avs, Cheras,
Cholas, Pandvas, the Venad rulers and the Travancore Kings. Thev had rendered much valuable donations and gifts to
religious and charitable purposes for temples, churches, mosques, mathas, etc. Apart from land donation, they had also
gifted cows, buffaloes, paddy, money, oil, ghee, lamp stand, gold, constructions, etc. Inscription reveals that the rulers,
chieftains, commanders including common people were donated for religious and charitable purposes for their prosperous

life.

Introduction

Inscriptions are the primary source materials to trace out ancient history. Inscriptions
engraved in the temples of Kalkulam and Vilavancode taluks are noteworthy to bring out the hidden
facts. The donations and gifts given to the temples by the people and the monarchs in various ways

have been inscribed in the temples.

Gift of Cows and Buffaloes

Inscriptions give evidences for the gift of cows and buffaloes for the purpose of providing
oil and ghee for the perpetual lamps and for giving oil bath to the idols. The cows do not die because
they multiply and therefore the number shall remain. They do not become less or old. Though the
identical ones may die, the number and quality remain the same. For example, an inscription
contains a prose passage in Tamil engraved in vatteluttu characters in Parthivapuram temple, 1s
assigned to the 10" century A.D. It states that Panchavan Brahmadhirajan alias Kumaran Narayanan
of Idaikkulathur in Tumanadu arranged for the burning of two perpetual lamps for the Bhattarakar
(main deity) of Parthivasekharapuram. This endowment was maintained by two persons, Kannan
Manikkan and Pagan Chivindravan; both were described as Padai Talaivan (Chief of the army),
took charge each of seven buffaloes, undertaking in turn to supply 3/8 (ulakku-alakku) measure,
apparently, of clarified butter measured by the standard measure of the kitchen, and the buffaloes are

described as those that do not die or become aged.'

Thiruvithamkodu Siva temple inscription engraved on the north base of the central shrine 1n
the temple, in the vatteluttu alphabet and the Tamil language registers gift of the buffaloes by
Arangan Tiruvayppadi of Vembanur in Rajaraja Tennadu, for burning a perpetual lamp in the
temple of Mahadeva at Thiruvithamkodu for the merit of Sendi Nangai.® The same temple
inscription engraved on a small rock in south prakara dated on the twelfth year opposite to the

second year of the reign of Kokkarunandadakkan (A.D. 869),” depicts that the town men and people

3
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assembled by the order of Sadaiyan, twenty five big sized cows which neither die or become old,

were given by Seliyanda, a philanthropist for the purpose of burning a perpetual lamp at the rate of

an ulakku of ghee per day before the Mahadeva of Thiruvidaikkodu.*

Thippiramala Vishnu temple inscription records the gift of eight buffaloes by Vikkiraman
Anukkan and his brothers who had to measure out 14 nali of ghee for the maintenance of two
perpetual lamps in the temple of Karumanikkattualvar of Thiruppiramala.” And Thickanamkodu
Perumal temple inscription engraved in vatteluttu characters belonging to the 10™ century A.D.,
records the gift of five buffaloes for maintaining a perpetual lamp to the main deity of
4]

Tirukkannankodu Perumal temple by Soman Narayanan, the Variyan

Thirukkannankodu.’

of the wvillage of

The Thirunandikkarai inscription, engraved at the right of entrance to the rock cut cave
temple in vatteluttu characters and the Tamil language, registers a gift of nine buffaloes and one uri
of ghee for maintaining one sacred lamp 1n the temple of Thirunandikkarai — Bhatara by the chief
Sittakkutti Ambi alias Ainnurruva — Muttaraivan of Veykkottumalai in Nanjilnadu, left incharge of
the shepherd Parittiran of Vikan-mangalam appointed by the great men.® The date of the record is

expressed as Karaikkanda Isvarattuk - kalam - arra yandu, is assigned to the 11" century A.D.

Gift of Paddy and Money

Inscriptions provided the gift of paddy and money made for the purpose of providing
offerings to gods and goddesses and feeding of Brahmins and students. For instance,
Thiruvithamkodu Siva temple inscription, engraved on the south wall of the central shrine belongs
to A.D. 869 —A.D. 870, mentions a gift of six kalam of paddy made by Singan Kunrappolan, the
chief of Omayanadu for making offerings twice daily to the Mahadeva.'” Inscription of Vishnu
temple at Parthivapuram, engraved on the base of the north pial in front of the temple, states that
Narayanan, a Brahmadhiraja made a gift of two perpetual lamps to the deity of
Parthivasekharapuram and twelve ghatas (kalams) of paddy for being offered to the deity (Lord

Vishnu) on the day of Punarvasu star in the month of Ashadha and also for feeding students."

Parthivapuram temple inscription belongs to Kollam 98 (A.D. 923) states that Kaman
Chengodan, a potter of Parthivasekharapuram, his younger brothers and nephews were required to
maintain the ambalam (shrine), vayilmadam (the entrance porch) and curru-mandapa (the covered
halls along with circumambulatory passage), out of the interest accruing from six karunkasu of Ilam
(Ceylon), apparently given by the donor, and an endowment of 12 kalam of paddy probably on the

day of Punarpusa (Punardam) in the month of Adi for feeding of students. "

The Latankoil inscription at Brahmapuram, near Padmanabhapuram, inscribed on one stone

lying outside the temple indicates that Sotraiyyan, the brother of Perumanadi Govindan of
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Kutakunadu in Gangaimandalam gave 30 ilakkasu for feeding a Brahmin in the Peruntirukkoil of

Brahmapuram for the merit of his mother Joti — abbai."

An archaic inscription, engraved on a pillar set up in the Pannippakam Siva temple at
Kodainallur, near Manalikkarai, written in archaic Tamil characters, with Tamil language does not
mention any king or date. From the Palacography, it may be assigned to the beginning of the 9™
century A.D, registering a gift of twenty pazhankasu and one lamp-stand (nilaivilakku) for
maintaining a perpetual lamp in the temple of Mahadeva at Tiruppanaikulam.' It also records that
the direct management of the gift was left in the hands of devakarmis (temple managers), sabhaiyar
(the members of the village assembly) of Brahmamangalam' and the Urar of Pagur'® and
Kulaikkodu'’ and who were required to supervise and protect it. The members of the ur and
devakarmis lent out these twenty kasu on condition of receiving good ghee as interest and burnt the

lamp with this interest of ghee.'®

The subjoined inscription inscribed on the north, west and south bases of the court within
the temple of Sivagiri also reveals an investment of a grant of money made by a Brahmana lady,
named Kandan Tiruvikkirami, the wife of Pungaman Aiyyan, a native of Palaikkodu in
Thiruvithamkodu, for feeding the agnihotrins assembling in the temple of Sivagiri — Mahadeva, for
offerings to the God and for feeding other Brahmanas, on the 13" tithi of the dark fortnight in the
month of Kanni of each year. Moreover, the record states that the money given to a certain
Narayanan Arangan of Devanseri, on condition that he and his descendants were to give annually
four kalam of clean paddy to the temple through its supervisor Ganapati Adichchan and after him
through the eldest of his eldest son's padagaram of 1t was to be set apart for the agnihotrins and the
supervisor, one half of the rest used for the offerings to the God and the other half for feeding

Brahmins on the 13" tithi of the dark fortnight of the month of kanni, each year."

Another inscription of Kollam 395 (A.D.1220) registers a gift of money, viz, 3 salagai and
35 achchu by Adichchan Kodai of Ayirappulai to the temple of Karaikandeswara mudaiya —
Mahadeva at Kadigaipattinam in Kurunadu which was a sub-division of Tennadu for the expenses to

be met in the central shrine, for conducting the ashtami festival and for maintaining lamps.’

The inscription belonging to Kollam 403 (A.D.1228) registers one more gift of money by
one Adichchan Kodai alias Sivananadevan of Ayirappulai, for conducting sribali in the temple of
Karaikkandisvarattu — Mahadeva at Kadigaipattinam, a village in Kurunadu, which was a
subdivision of Rajaraja — Tennadu. At the insistance of the assembly of the village, the inscription
was engraved on stone by Suryan Porkodi alias Iravivarma-acharyan, the master carpenter of the
temple.”’ Another one belongs to Kollam 439 (A.D.1264), registers the gift of 3 salagai and 3

achchu of money by Sivanukkiniyar of Perumparrapuliyur for conducting the Chittirai festival in
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the temple of God Karaikkanthiswaram Udaiya Nayinar in Kadigaippattinam, a village in Kurunadu,
a sub-division of Rajaraja Tennadu. From the interest accruing from this sum (paddy), the festival
had to be conducted and a Tirunatakam (dramatic performance) had also to be staged on that
occasion.”” The Thirunayinarkurichi Karaikandisvara Siva temple inscription, engraved on the east
base of the mahamandapa states that Keralan-Kunran provided two nali of rice for offerings to
Kuttadum-devar.> Thiruvidaikkodu Siva Temple inscription engraved on an eleventh pillar of the
temple records a gift of 120 panam by Periyatiruvati Anantalvan of Mudavanpuram in Maccikkotu

for a patti (row) of pillars.*

A wvatteluttu inscription engraved on two broken copper plates which belong to the
Munchirai Matham dated to the beginning of 13" century A.D. consists of two parts, of which the
first part gives details of an income of 67 achchu set apart for feeding persons on dvadasi days of
the 12 months of the year. Provision was made only for 17 dvadasis. This portion is said to have
been engraved on copper plate in the month of fulam of the year in which Jupiter was in kumbha.
The second part registers the gift made for feeding on other occasions, such as Tiruonam, Purnima,

Ayana-Sankaranthi, Pratipat and birth or anniversary days of some persons.”

Chitharal temple inscription, belonging to Kollam 425 (A.D. 1250) engraved on the rock,
south of the temple, written in Tamil characters, states that one Narayanan Tamilap-pallavaraivan of
Rajavallapuram 1n the Kil-vembanadu gave some money for expenses of the temple of the
Bhagavati at Thiruchcharanam.”® The Chera Chola Pandya Mahadeva temple inscription at Alur of
Kollam 435 (A.D. 1260), records the gift of money for a perpetual lamp by a person, named
Nakarattu Perran Malan.” On the 20™ day of the month of margali in the Kollam year 728 (A.D.
1552), Nallan Udayan endowed paddy, rice and money (54 Panam) to the temple of God Sriraman
at Periyapiratti Chaturvedimangalam, (Kalpadi) a suburb of Kadigaippattinam in Kurunadu (a sub-
division) of Rajaraja Tennadu for conducting evening worship, Sivaratri, arulippadu offerings and
feeding of God and Brahmins. Kumarakoil Subrahmanyaswamy temple inscription of Kollam 904
(A.D. 1728) indicates Perumal of Bhutappandi gave 40 Panam to the treasury of the Velayudha
Perumal temple.” In the light of the inscription engraved on a stone in the Tiruvidaikkodu Siva
temple, it is learnt that Catayappar contributed 140 panam for a stone Podigai.” Another inscription
from the same temple explains the gift of some money by Karpakasetti of Alur alias Vikrama Chola

Pandyapuram for the feeding of 12 Brahmins on new moon days."

Gift of Oil and ghee, Lamp stand, Gold

Inscriptions give vivid sources of donating oil and ghee, lamp-stand and gold for the
purpose of burning perpetual lamps, feeding the Brahmins and providing offerings to the deity. For
instance, The Tiruvidaikkodu Siva temple inscription, belonging to Ay king Kokkarunandadakkan,
dated to the 20™ regnal year (A.D. 877) records the gift of a perpetual lamp to the Mahadeva temple
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